Extract from a Tablet of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

... thou shouldst initially adopt that course of prudence that the Faith enjoins. In the early stages,
thou shouldst seek out the company of the eminent members of the populace and, turning thyself
in utter lowliness to the unseen Realm of Glory, thou shouldst pray for succour and protection so
that the Holy Spirit may, through the outpourings of its grace, grant thee its assistance. When, by
thy godly conduct and demeanour, thy fervour, thy chaste and lucid utterance, thou shalt have
succeeded in winning the affection of one and all, then shall the portals of heavenly guidance be
opened wide; then shall the bounteous cup be borne around and all the souls that drink therefrom

be inebriated with the wine of holy mysteries and truths.
—Abdu’l-Baha
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